
NO STRANGER TO LARGE-SCALE
and expansive projects, in 2000 
China embarked upon one more; 
intent on spearheading the 
development of broadcasting in rural 
and minority areas. With a particular 
focus on districts such as Xinjiang, 
Tibet and Inner Mongolia, the 
Chinese government-funded Xi Xin 
project was born. 

Merging Technologies was tasked 
with providing Pyramix digital audio 
workstations to ensure the success 
of the mass dubbing undertaking, 
but little did the Swiss company 
know that come 2015, it is likely to 
be its biggest project yet. Already 
impressive, the company has so 
far successfully installed over 90 
Pyramix workstations, 70 of which 
are located in the Xinjiang region 
alone.

Merging Technologies’ involvement 
in the project can largely be 
attributed to the ever-modest 
Weishen Xu, Merging Technologies’ 
Asia president, who through his time 
spent in China in the past (he is 
now based in Canada) has created 
a network of trusted contacts, and 
more importantly, friends. 

‘He is pretty modest, but all the 

projects we get in China are due to 
Weishen and his contacts,’ con  rms 
Merging Technologies’ head software 
engineer Dominique Brulhart, who 
collaborated on-site for the Xi Xin 
project alongside local companies 
Dayang, Sobey and Guanhua to 
provide systems management, video 
NLE, integration support and sales.

‘These are three huge companies 
that manufacture mainly video 
equipment for broadcast, so video 
editors, servers, asset management, 
the entire range,’ he nods. ‘We have 
been in contact with them through 
Weishen for many years and have 
since started integrating with their 
equipment as well.’

The Xi Xin project coverage includes 
the four autonomous regions of 
Tibet, Xinjiang, Inner Mongolia, Ning 
Xia and four provinces of Qing Hai, 
Gan Su, Si Chuan and Yun Nan. Not 
stopping there, it also encompasses 
Fu Jian, Zhe Jiang, Guang Xi, Hai Nan 
and Ji Ling. 

‘The total broadcasting coverage 
is 4,980,000 sq-km, or 51.9 per 
cent of the Chinese territory,’ Mr Xu 
con  rms. ‘The central government 

has spent 4 billion Yuan so far on this 
project. Any region containing over 50 
households is guaranteed to receive 
a signal.’

Clearly meaning business, in 2008 
China launched an ABS-S television 
standard satellite in order to cover 
previously signal devoid zones, the 
slogan being ‘reception from village 
to village’.

Mr Xu believes that Merging’s 
success in this program was due 
to the company’s understanding of 
the paradigm shift in China from 
single unit workstations towards a 
networked tapeless and paperless 
audio-video management system. 
One of the key elements that 
facilitated this shift was the open 
structure of Merging’s software and 
hardware.

‘We installed the Pyramix 
workstations with our own audio 
hardware called Mykerinos, in 
addition to some convertors,’ says 
Mr Brulhart, effortlessly reciting 
from memory. ‘The rest of the 
equipment we had to integrate with 
was mainly Yamaha mixing consoles, 
speci  cally DM2000 CMs and 
DM1000s, as well as the Dayang 
servers and video players and some 
small controls.’ Merging used its 

own Isis remote controls for editing 
and mixing.

‘All that you get on T  today 
is dubbed for this project using 
our workstations,’ he explains. 
‘News, programmes,  lms, series, 
documentaries, anything! That very 
plan that was started 10 years ago 
was to produce content for the 
internal and autonomous regions 
inside China. Their goal was to 
translate content to keep those 
languages alive.’
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When partnering with the Chinese government for 
its Xi Xin project in 2006, Merging Technologies 
unwittingly took on its biggest venture yet. 
Alice Gustafson reports
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The Xi Xin project boasts the highest workstation installation in the world in Tibet

Dub step three

A fi lm dubbing setup in Tibet

The Tibetan Radio, Film and Television      

By 2015 the number of 
programmes dubbed per year 
should reach 14,000

Xinjiang’s dubbing centre

Dubbing in progress in Xinjiang
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  Dubbing Center of China Tibet

Seventy Pyramix workstations have been installed in the 
Xinjiang region already

The new Korla Broadcasting 
and Dubbing Center
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